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BRIEFS 



Referendum in Peril 

Voting to proceed, but results may 
not be binding 

by Zacii Dubinsky 



FYCC Referendum 
and Presidential Race 

The First Year Committee of Council 
elections kicked off list Friday alongside a 
referendum which will determine whether 
or not the FYCC will have a vote on SSMU 
council. 

The SSMU recently changed its bylaws 
to allow the first year student representa- 
tives to Ixcome a committee of council from 
a mere association, and the results of the 
current referendum will dctennine whether 
this council will actually hare a voting re[>- 
resentalive in the student's society. 

Xavier Van Chau, VP University Affairs 
is committed to giving first year students 
representation on council: "One of the 
tilings I set out to do this year was to 
strengthen the organization (FYCC). I 
think that |ieople can now see how effec- 
tive it can ho. And its only fair that first 
year students have a voice on council. 
They pay student society fees and it's only 
fair that they have a vote. Its the whole 
no taxation without representation’ 
thing,” said Van Chau. 

While elections McGill can provide lit- 
erature on why students should vote 'Yes', 
there is no such information available on 
why students should vote 'No.' “There is no 
real 'No' campaign,” said Chief Returning 
Officer Paul Flicker. Most are expecting the 



referendum to lie a landslide 'Yes' victor)’. 

There are four first year candidates 
running for the position of President of 
FYCC - Sarah hector, Andre Legaspi, Mona 
Nesrallah and Matylda Gawor - but Flicker 
was not able to make their biographies 
public at press time. All of the VP positions 
for FYCC have been acclaimed. 

"None of this really interests me," said 
Emile Frazer, a UO science student who 
stop|ied to read the signs at the voting desk 
at Slmtner, and kept walking. "I doubt I'll 
even vote cause I don't really care. I think 
it's hard being in first year and everything, 
but I really doubt that some student coun- 
cil person could change that. It’s kind of 
good, though, that (if the referendum is 
successful) first year students will lie able 
to have a real say." 

-Jdime Kirvwr-Robi’rts 

MSF Monies Shting in Bank 

During last year's referendum, there 
was much talk about the benefits of the 
McGill Student Fund. Students were prom- 
ised more money for libraries, wheelchair 
access to the student centre, and bursaries 
galore to needy students. 

But as of yet, MSF money has just been 
sitting in the bank. The MSF is collected 
from each student to the tune of 76 dol- 
lars per year, and although the fund is 



opt-outable, only 10 per cent of students 
opted out of paying for the fund, leaving 
the SSMU with a wad of cash, which they 
have not yet tallied up. 

According to promises mule during the 
referendum, one third of the MSF money is 
to go towards bursaries for needy McGill 
students. SSMU President Andrew Tischler 
has decided to give the bursary portion of 
the Fund to the Student Aid Office. "No one 
said that they wanted to change the needs 
assessment already used by Financial Aid," 
he said. Tischler currently has no figures 
about the amount of money SSMU will 
give to the Aid Office, nor on how many 
students will qualify for a bursar)' as a 
result of the Fund. 

Judy Stymest, Director of the Student 
Aid Office said that little has been negotiat- 
ed. "Nothing has been finalized," she said. 
"We're working out some sort of arrange- 
ment." While the arrangements get worked 
out, students needing financial assistance 
are irritated. 

"I don't know what's taking so long." 
said Marlene Jackson, a U2 English stu- 
dent. "There was sup|xised to be more 
money for student bursaries. All I know is 
that I got less money from Financial Aid 
than I did last year, even though I need the 
money as much as last year" 

-JKR 



T his week’s SSMU referendum on the 
subject of adding a first-year vote to 
Council might not be valid. 

A last-minute deal between Chief 
Returning Officer Paul Flicker and SSMU 
President Andrew Tischler guarantees that die 
referendum will take place tomorrow through 
Thursday, but it remains to be seen whetlicr or 
not die results will ever lie released. 

According to the deal, signed just hours 
before Friday's advance |xills ojxrned, the 
release of the referendum results will hinge 
on ajudicial Board appeal decision. SSMU 
is appealing Flicker's declaration that 
SSMU's constitution is invalid. The board's 
ruling might not arrive until January’. 

At the last SSMU Council meeting, 
Flicker, head of Elections McGill, declared 
that the electoral authority "does hereby 
reject Council's resolution to hold a refer- 
endum" on the addition to Council of a 
voting |iosilion for a first-year councillor. 
The CRO then stated that SSMU's current 
constitution, approved in a referendum last 
November, never actually came into force. 
Since the current referendum question 
seeks to alter a non-operative constitution. 
Flicker dismissed it for being unclear. Ilis 
decision, if based on a proper understand- 
ing of the constitution, falls within his 
authority as chief returning officer. 



“I rejected the question on the grounds 
that it was unclear," Flicker said. "Why was 
it unclear? Because I was uncertain as to 
which constitution was in force. I'm not 
sure if [the question refers to] the old con- 
stitution or the new constitution." 

Flicker said that because his declaration 
was made at such a late date, "I felt that it 
was unfair to the exec committee to cancel 
the referendum outright.... I agreed to run 
the referendum on a provisional basis land- 
ing a Judicial Board decision." If the 
Judicial Board upholds Council’s appeal, 
Elections McGill will release the referendum 
results. If the Ixianl rejects the apjieal, "the 
referendum will have never happened.” 
McGill students will have voted uselessly. 

Flicker outlined the three likely criteria 
for the Judicial Board's decision. 

"They are going to decide whether my 
decision was premier. The analysis will 
probably lie: one, did he have the power to 
reject the question? Two, if he had the 
power to reject the question, was this a 
proper use of the jxiwvr? And three, if he 
had the power and this was a proper use of 
the |xiwer, was he correct in his analysis?" 

If the board answers yis to all three ques- 
tions, said Flicker, then his declaration will be 
upheld and the constitution ruled invalid. 

"I feel confident dial I cm make diejudiei;d 
Baud understand die argiunent," lie admix'd 

Tischler disagrees, lie reiieatcdly refers to 
Flicker's inteqiretalion of the constitution as 
"pure conjecture," and seems frustrated that 
the process is "taking up the time of council.” 

"Ilie key Ls to minimize dx' disruption to 
dx‘ general activity of die SSMU," said Tischler, 

"to allow as to focus on wluit's really important 
dx> representation aspect, die operations and die 
servies, and not aoonstilutionrd harangue." 

As to the issue of whether the current 
constitution is valid, Tischler is firm. "It's 
never been ruled that in fact the constitu- 
tion is not valid and as such there is no 
ambiguity as to one or the other as it 
stands in the current public eye," he stated. 
"There is one constitution, it is a constitu- 
tion that was passed and it stands." 

The SSMU president said that he had 
every confidence that the Judicial Board 
would rule in favour of the society. But 
despite his assertions that the constitution- 
al bomb "was dropped on us at the last 
minute," Tischler conceded that SSMU 
executives knew about the possible prob- 
lem in September, and have been in con- 
tact with SSMU's legal counsel ever since. 

The possible results of the debacle are 
varied. For Tischler, even if the Judicial 
Board rejects SSMU's appeal, "Life goes on 
and we can continue. We determine what 
the situation is." Others say that a rejection 
would rescind SSMU’s letter of agreement 
with the university, which states that “when 
| SSMU] violates its charter, constitution, or 
bylaws," the contract can lie found in 
default. In the latter case, the university 
might have the right to seize SSMU's assets 
and place them in a trust fund. 

No matter the outcome, first-year co 
undergrads will have to wait at least sever- 
al weeks before they know if they get a vote 
on council. And they may never find out. 
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Conversation (eight levels) $190 

EPT 1: Preparation for the Standardized Component of 

'lests (TOEI'L, TOPIC, CELDT) $250 

EPT 2: Preparation for the Writing Component of Tests 
(TOEFL, TOPIC, CELDT) $235 

Registration Fee (non- refundable) $15 

Days: Monday to Friday 

Time: 10:00 to 1-1:00 (40 hours) 

Dates: November 29 to December 10 (2 weeks) 
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to Friday from 09:00 to 16:30, or by mail or fax. 

Payment by certified cheque or money order payable to Concordia 
University, or Visa / MasterCard/debit card. We do not accept cash 
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Further information available at 

1600 St. Catherine St. West, Suite 1 17 
Montreal, Quebec FI3FI 2S7 
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ABRACADABRA! Just fike magic, we will take you 
away from the snow, ice, slush and all the nice 
lithe things about winter so you can enjoy sea, 
sun and.... sand down south! 

::VGYAGES CAMPUS 

The only agency for student travel 
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2085 Union 
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398-0647 

284-1368 

www.voyagescampus.com 
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FTA Celebrates its Aluminum Anniversary 

Guy Stanley discusses how North Imerican free trade continues unfoiled 



by Zarmeeneii Rahim 

C anada's lO-vear-old trade relation- 
ship with our southern monolith 
southern neighbour was the topic 
last Tuesday as (luy Stanley, a professor 
and senior associate at Université de 
Montreal’s ('.entre for International 
Business Studies spoke at McGill's 
Faculty Club. 

In a presentation that focused on 
trade policy, Stanley put forth what he 
called the most important question to 
ask in looking at Canada's bilateral 
trade relationship with the US. "Why 
don't you feel richer than you do?" he 
asked, answering his own question with 
a host of economic proof of what he 
called the necessity for liberalized trade. 

Stanley argued that as technology 
advances and companies need to utilize 
resources which are most cost-efficient in 
order to l>e competitive, countries must 
concentrate on production within their 
respective areas of comparative advan- 
tage. And that means countries need out- 
side sources in order to make a competi- 
tive product. 

“You no longer have a firm in one 
domestic market. You have parts of oper- 
ations in different parts of the world, 
coordinated to produce lop quality prod- 
ucts at a competitive price. Therefore, 



there needs to be economic integration 
on a global basis or a large regional 
basis, and borders must be open. This is 
what the Free Trade Agreement brought 
about," Stanley said. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) 
talks were stagnating, Stanley says, and 



agreement, pointing to its negative impli- 
cations for a Canadian dollar that is 
largely de|x:ndenl on exports. Are we tet- 
ter off as our currency goes to hell, are we 
headed towards "dollarization?" won- 
dered the critics. 

But Stanley cited two approaches to 



% % There needs to be eco- 
nomic integration on a global 
basis or a large regional basis, and 
borders must be open. This is 
what the Free Trade Agreement 
brought about. & @ 



while the Americans needed an example 
of trade agreement success, Canada need- 
ed a way to challenge growing US. protec- 
tionism. Stanley attributes some of the 
Canadian-won concessions to the worry 
that the US would lose all credibility in 
the WTO talks if they couldn't reach a deal 
with Canada. 

But Stanley's audience criticized the 



making money on the FTA: dropping 
prices or adding value. “Drops in the 
exchange rate promote doing things the 
dumb way," he argued. As the dollar 
comes up, we may move into value- 
added activities. However, if we do not 
make adjustments it will result in a loss 
of market share. 

Stanlev. who teaches at Université de 
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Montreal, and boasts time s|ient 
studying at Western, University of 
Connecticut, and the London School 
of Economics has written five books 
and numerous article on the subject. 

And his expertise makes him a 
leading fra' trade advocate. 

Through trade liberalization, he 
said, Canada can move away from 
dependency, become more produc- 
tive, more efficient, and "make tetter 
decisions." “If peo|)le lose confidence 
in the Canadian dollar, we'd give salaries 
in U.S. dollius," he added. 

The question remains though, have 
Canadians benefited? 

The bottom line, reciprocity’s critics 
say, is that while growth in the goods 
and services sector surjiassed expecta- 
tions, it is questionable whether produc- 
tivity has increased. By the same token, 
while unemployment is at a nine-year 
low, it remains higher than most would 
like, and experts are divided on whether 
job creation attributable to the FTA out- 









Professor Guy Stanley 

weighed losses. 

The jury, it seems, is still out. We do not 
seem to lie worse off, but Stanley agreed, 
"we should have done better" 

"We are stodgier and haven't moved 
as fast, so we haven't realized gains," 
said Stanley. 

And with that, he met an audience 
ready to accejH his diagnosis that for Free 
Trade to work, Canada needs more change, 
advancement, and innovation if it wants to 
maintain a solid jxjsition in the global 
economy. 



From the Archives 



1 A years ago: On November 15, 
I I 11989, The Daily’s Cassandra 
X V/llanrahan re|>orted that a new 
telephone registration system would be in 
place within two years. “Known as the 
McGill Automated Registration System 
(MARS), the system will enable students to 
register for courses from anywhere in the 
world, provided they use a touch-tone 
phone....MARS will eliminate long lineups 
and tiresome waiting |ieriods connected 
with September registration." 



nesses and atomization of departmental 
teaching assistant organizations at McGill 
threatens to undennine MTAA efforts to 
secure a 10 |x*r œnl cost of living a salary 
increase for TAs next year....The yearly salary 
is $3650, well below the cost of living." 



mm A years ago: On November 15, 
I 1 1949, The Daily re|xirted that 
y \J the McGill liookstore would be 
officially established as a university depart- 
ment,"University officials decided that the 
bookstore should be operated as a univer- 
sity department rather than a student's 
cooperative....'!! lus ban laid down as a 
cardinal matter of policy that any profits 
will be used by the university directly for 
the benefit of the students,’ said S.H. 
Dobell, conijitroller and executive assistant 
to the Principal." 



A —years ago: On November 15, 
) 1974, The Daily's Shawn Leary 

LA y riprted that teaching assistants 
were pushing for a wage increase. 
"According to David Douglas, sjxaking for 
the Coordinating Committee of die McGill 
Teaching Assistants Association, the weak- 
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Letter to the Editor 



This letter is in response to Andrew 
Goldstein's article in the November 8 issue 
concerning SSMU's reluctance to endorse a 
letter supporting Pinochet's extradition. 

First of all, I must say although I am 
not an expert on the subject, I am half- 
Chilean, and not “apathetic" on the issue, 
so I want to underline some mistakes in 
Goldstein's article. Pinochet wasn't a presi- 
dent, lie was a dictator. And the correct 
name of the “overthrown" president (who 



was, more specifically, 
murdered) is Allende. 
And Pinochet's arrest was 
not in 19% - it was in 

October of 1998. 

I must also |ioint out that there are 
some students on campus (some Chileans, 
in fact) who do not supixirt the extradition 
of Pinochet. Therefore, if SSMU were to 
endorse the letter, they would be misrepre- 
senting part of our student body. 

My question, though, is what difference 
would Iso made if SSMU "take(s) a stand 
against the atrocities of Pinochet" as Clubs 
and Sendees Representative Clare Jennings 



Hyde Park 



wants? Who is SSMU to stand by human 
rights principles? This sounds like a matter 
our dormant Amnesty International 
should concern themselves with. 

Andrea Olmos 
First Year Student 

The McGill Daily welcomes letters to 
the editor and comment from readers 
on our Commentary pane. Letters 
should be under jOO words , while 
llyde Parks should be less than 500 
words. Please drop submissions off in 
Shatner B-Oj or email them to mcpill- 
dailY@bolmail.com 



Fringey Student Activists, Tory Student Leaders 



by Jeff Roberts 

T he controversy surrounding the 
recent demonstration held by the 
Canadian Student Federation (Cl'S) 
illustrates all that is wrong with student 
leadership in Canada. The antics of the 
CFS and its counteqiart, CASA (to which 
McGill belongs) ensure that students hop- 
ing to see federal funding restored to jiosl- 
secondary education are in for a long wait. 

First, let’s look at the CFS and its 
leaders. Naïve but well-meaning student 
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journalists have portrayed them as 
noble idealists, fighting the good fight 
for us students. Don't be fooled. Much 
like many student radicals of the ‘60s, 
these people are calculating dema- 
gogues incapable of distinguishing the 
public good from what brings them per- 
sonal satisfaction. The thrill of dissent 
and the media attention they receive 
impel them to employ radical tactics 
come hell or high water. 

CFS demonstrations in themselves 
raise other concerns. They are a magnet 
for fringe elements such as hardcore sep- 
aratists and deranged latter-day social- 
ists. Malcontents of all stripes are wel- 
come to scream, vandalize, and general- 
ly wreck havoc under the guise of legiti- 
mate activism. Worse yet, CFS leaders are 
quick to offer moral support to those who 
get caught. 

Consider what hastened at the recent 
demonstration. A "student" smashed a 
windshield; a cop moved to arrest him; 
other "students" pushed the cop to the 
ground and struck him with a placard. 
Despite their inexcusable conduct, 
Concordia student leader Mist)' Mullarkey 
defended the protesters by claiming tiiat 
they were driven to it by frustration with 
educational cuts. Does she imply that two 
wrongs make a right? 

There is a more insidious problem 
with recent CFS demonstrations - name- 
ly that they serve to alienate the students 
which the group purports to represent. 
Many of the students who arrive at uni- 
versity are eager to protest cuts to educa- 
tion. Unfortunately, they quickly become 



disgusted by CFS-style demonstrations. 
Ultimately, they become cynical with 
activism in general. Demonstrations can 
be excellent political tactics and can sene 
to build student solidarity. When led by 
the CFS, however, they accomplish nei- 
ther of these tilings. 

Should we look to SSMU and their 
CASA affiliates to rescue our faltering 
education system? Don’t count on it. 
The name of the game for Wojtek, 
Tischler, and the gang is resume- 
padding as they use our student govern- 
ment as a fast-track into the upper 
ranks of the Tory party. As such, they are 
unwilling to take a strong stand on any- 
thing lest it jeopardize their future 
careers - consider the gutless stance 
taken by the SSMU executive regarding 
the Pinochet letter. 

Our SSMU executives are bright, artic- 
ulate, and accessible to students. At the 
same time, they are creatures of the private 
school system which makes it doubtful that 
they will ever understand the importance 
of accessible public education. 

It has been several years since the fed- 
eral government made drastic cuts to 
post-secondary education, leaving our 
universities desperately short of money. As 
predicted, McGill and other schools have 
been drawn more than ever into the maw 
of corporations. As the federal deficit 
turns into a juicy suqilus, there is little 
evidence to suggest that funding will be 
restored to education. This might not 
have been the case had student leaders 
taken a strong and united stance towards 
the federal government. 



Comment 



The Importance of 
Email Punctuation: a 
Cautionary Tale 



by J. Kelly Nestruck 

N ever before in my life had I considered 
a colon so carefully. 

I spent a full 20 minutes staring at it 
at the very tup of the message. Kelly, colon. 
It was perhaps the first time I had thought 
about the affective meaning of punctua- 
tion, particularly in email. Linguists have 
become increasingly interested in commu- 
nication through email. This abbreviated, 
instant form of discourse has revolu- 
tionised the world. Even though I have 
only been using email for six or seven 
years, I can no longer imagine life without 
it. Classes now have discussion lislservs. I 
can email an article minutes before a 
deadline from across the city. The relation- 
ship with my father in Winning has 
become more |iersonal than it had been 
with the alternating Saturday father-son 
telephone call. Because of its brief nature 
every single character in an email takes on 
enonnous significance. This includes the 
colon that I found preceded by my name at 
the top of the email. 

Previous emails from this |>erson had 
begun with Kelly followed by a resounding 
exclamation point. My, how I savoured 
those exclamation points, each one echo- 
ing throughout my entire body. This cor- 
res|»ndent of mine, whose slender fingers 
I imagine even now gently depressing the 
Shift key and then caressing the 1, is not 
one of those who overuses the exclamation 
|K)int. She is not like others in my database 
who write valley girl messages littered with 
studies like, “Kelly!. I just got a new 
garbage can! It has a jxxlal you push to 
make the lid go up! ; ) I'm going to Peel 
Pub later! TTFN!" 

Likewise, my slender-fingered email 
friend never adopted the punctuation of 
fakes, phoneys, and ostentatious 
schmucks: the semi-colon. The semi- 
colon, while popular outside of the cyber 



world, should be relegated to formal 
modes of communication. A semi-colon 
in an email ("We should meet at Peel 
Pub; it is finally wet T-shirt night 
again.") is as out of place is an excla- 
mation |M)int in an essay ("The Miskitu 
Indians were subordinate to both the 
Nicaraguan state and the institution of 
American neo-colonialism!”). 

Occasionally, when my delicately dig- 
ited correspondent's heart was heavy with 
some crisis or another, the exclamation 
point would disappear after my name. 
Short messages sometimes had my name 
followed by a comma. None of this both- 
ered me. The colon however, shattered 
me. Colons- are the punctuation of 
lawyers, bankers and junk entailers try- 
ing to get me to take out a 550, 000 loan 
over the net. I low cold and antiseptic that 
colon was. Two little bullctholes through 
my heart. 

Then, later in the message, came the 
ellipsis. There is a world of difference 
between "We should get together to talk 
about stuff" |ieriod and “We need to get 
together to talk about stuff” |ieriod, jicriod, 
period. I expected the ellipsis from the 
colon on down. The cautionary colon fore- 
shadowed what was to come. 

And now our relationship is in paren- 
theses, as I await the anticipated appoint- 
ment to talk about stuff, ixiriod, |ieriod, 
lieriod. In |ierson, the only commas will be 
drawn nervously in the air with her afore- 
mentioned slender fingers. The only dash- 
es will lie in her stilted, anxious speech. 
The only jieriods will be her small, black, 
intense pupils submerged in her beautiful 
green eyes, darting away from mine. And 
as she recedes into the distance, I will be 
left standing there like an ellipsis. 

Two little bullctholes through my 
heart. 
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“Tha A\ c Lousa 
SdQd Baqins 



t am Beeliebub, 
lord of the 
Underworld. I 
have a little 
proposition that 
you may be inter- ( 
erelted in_ 



i 



f Hey dudes, 

It's your totally tubular 
friend Mtloute. I'm here 
today la let you know 
'wasiup* with where I'm 
liom. (os' Mtlouse hot gal 
to represent, dudeslersl 
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The King of the Word 



The Daily interviews Joel Wapnick, International Scrabble Champion 



By David Podgorski 

-j-od Wapnick is a McGill professor of 
I music education with an unusual pas- 
I sion for the name of Scrabble. I lis jack- 
*tft Ills the insignia of the 1997 world 
championships etched on it, and his 
mouse pad bears a picture of a Scrabble 
game board. Fresh from his first-place 
victor)' at the world championships in 
Australia last week, Wapnick has been 
bombarded with press coverage. 
Nevertheless, he seems pleased to talk 
about the game that has made him 
famous. 

Daily: What kind of honour does the 
world scrabble champion have? Is this the 
kind of accomplishment you can brag 
about fSO years from now? 

Joel Wapnick: (laughing) I'll lie 
happy to be alive SO years from now. There 
are thousands of |ieople who play tourna- 
ment Scrabble, so it is an honour. It's 
something I’ve worked hard for, and I’m 
very pleased about it. 

Daily: So where exactly does one go 
from king the greatest in the world? 

JW: being "the greatest in the world" is 
really an accident. There are several profes- 
sionals in the world who are equally good, 




but none of us would ever go 
around saying we were the 
greatest in the world. Winning 
a tournament is nice, but 
there’s a very small difference 
between the lop 10 or IS play- 
ers. 

Daily: How did you get to 
be one of those players? 
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J W : 

Part of it is 
experience. 

I’ve been 
playing this 
game for 24 

years. Another part of it is memo- 
rizing words. I sjjend about 2 
hours a day memorizing words, 
hut that will probably t;i|>er off 
for a while. 

Daily: Is an investment that 
large worth it? 



0, 



JW: Is it worth it? I love 
studying. I practice by going for 
a walk at night, and while I’m 
walking I recite the words in my 
head. 

Daily: What is it that attracts 
you to the game? 

JW: The real pleasure in the 
game is what I call the “Eureka 
phenomenon." You draw some 
tiles from the bag at random, you 
look at the board, and sometimes 
you see a clever play. That satisfac- 
tion of finding something is the 



er - put a “Y” up in the double word-score 
row, so I played the word ’Benzoyls,’ which 
covered two double word-score tiles. It was 
worth 134 points. 

Daily: In all your games, what was 
the smallest word that scored you the 
most points? 

JW: I don’t know about me, but at the 
tournament one player, Adam Logan, had 
an “I" and an “0” on the board. Ilis oppo- 
nent Nigel Richards has this incredible 
word knowledge, so he played his seven 
letters with that to make "Ethionine.” 
Adam hooked an “M" in front of it to 
make "Methionine." He scored something 
like 76 points. 
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Daily: Has 

there ken a 
greater response 
to your victory 
ouLside the McGill 



most exciting as|iect of the game, community? 



Daily: What was the word 
that scored you the most |xiinls 
in the tournament? 

JW: I was in the 24th game, 
and Ron Zieger - this great play- 



JW: Yes. I was on the CBC national 
news, and Peter Mansbridgc said that of the 
top five players in the tournament, three of 
us were Canadians - first, third, and fourth 
finishers. There's a certain pride within the 
country. I don't know how significant all of 



and McGill Prof 



this is in the long terni, but it’s very nice to 
k able to do this and for |ieople to k 
happy about it. 

Daily : Do you worry that king seen 
as a kind of celebrity who's known for an 
esoteric skill may damage your reputation 
as a serious academic? 

JW: I don't know about that. When I 
won the North American Championship 
back in 1983, the Vice-Principal 
Academic Sam Friedman -sent me a 
memo effectively saying 
“Congratulations, this reflects well upon 
McGill." I've ken interviewed in the 
McGill alumni magazine and the McGill 
Reporter. My colleagues and my students 
have always greeted me with favourable 
remarks. I've always been graded with 
an extremely positive response. In a 
sense it's kind of nerdy, but it does have a 
wide appeal. 

Daily: How quickly can you rattle off 
your list of words? 

JW: I break them down into 20-word 
lists, and I can recite each of those in 
about 10 seconds. For example, salidi- 
nalangleastragalarrangeadrenalsnarrat- 
tatearraign. 



Space Moose Comic Labelled “Hate Literature” 



By Hannah Scissons 

REGINA (CUP) - The controversial 
Space Moose cartoon has reared its head at 
yet another Western Canadian campus - 
this time at the University of Regina. 

Space Moose, drawn by University of 
Alkrla graduate Admit Thrasher, has ken 
laklled ;ls hate literature in the past. 

Villen the Carillon, the campus p;i|icr at 
the U of R, began publishing the comic at the 
end of Scpiemkr, a number of students on 
campus raised concerns alxmt the cartoon. 

Some were also concerned that the 
Carillon was publishing the address of the 
Space Moose website. 

'l\vo U of R student groups, the 
Political-Science Students Course Union 
(PSSCU) and the Feminist Action 
Committee (FAC), approached Carillon 
editors with their objections. 

These objections resulted in a decision 
by the Carillon editorial staff to slop pub- 
lishing the cartoon. 

"We felt the cartoons were promoting 
hate," said one niemkr of the PSSCU, 
10 speaking on condition of anonymity. 

The student had been told that disgrun- 
tled students at the University of Alkrla had 
received threats after complaining about 



the appeahincc of Space Moose in the 
Gateway, the campus paper at the U of A. 

“Adam Thrasher's cartoons are homo- 
phobic, racist, sexist," the student contin- 
ued. "None of those topics 
should k taken lightly." 

Initially, the Carillon staff 
and the complaining students 
were hostile towards each other, 
as issues of censorship and free 
speech came to the fore. 

“Everybody went into that 
meeting on the defensive," said 
Emmet Matheson, the editor-in- 
chief of the Carillon. "My main 
concern at that [mint was main- 
taining our editorial autonomy." 

Matheson was concerned 
with threats that some individu- 
als were going to start 
approaching Carillon advertis- 
ers unless the cartoon was 
pulled and not mentioned in 
the paper again. 

Winter Fedyk, PSSCU presi- 
dent, said they appreciated the 
Carillon's concerns about free 
speech, but that Space Moose 



went kyond reasonable limits and even 
came close to violating the Carillon's con- 
stitution and the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 



"This is not really alxmt censorship," other campuses in the past. 

said Fedyk. “The cartoon creates a hostile At the University of Alberta in 1997, 

environment for homosexuals, females." complaints were filed against Adam 

Space Moose has caused problems at Thrasher with the University discipline 

officer and Thrasher was 
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found guilty of discrimination. 
He later won an appeal on the 
grounds that his right to free 
speech was violated. 

During the s:une year at the 
University of Manitoba, editors of 
the Manitoban made the deci- 
sion to pull Space Moose. A num- 
kr of engineering students who 
enjoyed reading the cartoon 
packed a student union meeting. 

The students, who nuin- 
kred almost 200 and disliked 
the paper for several reasons, 
forced the student council to cut 
the Manitoban's student levy. 
The cut, however, was never 
implemented. 

The cartoon, which is 
famous among student circles 
for its heavy sexual content, 
first appeared in the Gateway on 
October 3, 1989. 






The Void vs. Freud 

The Kabbalistic Psychoanalysis of Adam R. Tzaddik showcases interesting dynamic 

between Jewish mysticism and psychoanalysis 

by Eli Batalion 




A midst all the typical conflicts we 
come across in literature, the arts, 
and academia is the conflict between 
science and religion. Though to many, the 
conflict of these sup|X)sed op|)onents has 
already grown stale, (the majority of us 
expressing a healthy cynicism for lioth of 
them), it is a topic which can't help hut 
constantly resurface everywhere, not neces- 
sarily because it is a media tool, hut 
lieeause it is relevant to the era we live in, 
an era in which it seems the trust attrib- 
uted to science has gained an up|ierltand 
on our feelings about spirituality. 

On the other hand, it seems that spiri- 
tuality is becoming drastically resuscitated 
of late. Cults are on the rise, doomsday the- 
ories are having a renaissance, new age 
spiritual kitsch can be accessed via the 
internet straight from the West Coast, and 
Madonna has publicly professed an interest 
in Jewish Mysticism, or Kabbalah. 

Whether playwright Anton Piatigorsky 
wrote The Kabbalistic Psyclmanalysis of 
Adam R. Tzaildik pre-or post-Madonna 
is immaterial: it is a fascinating play that 
attempts to reconcile the religious/scien- 
tific gap by weaving the two branches 
together and accenting their many simi- 
larities. The scientific branch is repre- 
. sented in the play through psychoanaly- 
. sis, the movement of scientific inlros|iec- 
tion put forth at the turn of the century hv 
Dr. Sigmund Freud. This movement con- 
tinues to attempt to uncover unconscious 
forces which cause neurosis and mental 
illness in |ieople, usually relating the 
maladies to the development of a child’s 
ego in relation to early events with fami- 
ly members. 

The spiritual branch is represented by 
Kabbalah, a movement of Jewish mysti- 
cism which began approximately 1500 
years ago with a focus in many ways 
more akin to Eastern religions than to 
traditional Judaism, namely a thorough 
metaphysical explanation of how the 



world came to be. In comparison to this 
spiritual superstructure, an individual 
ego is supposedly of no consequence. 

The play approaches the conflict 
between these two movements in a simple 
dramatic structure. The set consists of two 
reclining chairs in what is assumed to I» a 
psychoanalyst's office, in which Adam R. 
Tzaddik (Paul Fauleux), the proponent of 
Kabbalah, and his analyst (Terrence 
Bryant), the proponent of psychoanalysis, 
sit. Adam begins psychoanalytic therapy 
after four years of sitting alone in his 
apartment contemplating the nature of the 
divine (which lie calls the “void"), hoping 
merely to deal with |>ersonal issues - such 
as his family, which he ultimately feels 
bear no “weight". In dealing with such a 
staunch kabbalist, his analyst perceives 
Adam's spiritual obsession with the “void" 
as an attempt to block out his true infantile 
feelings of pain and his willingness to sub- 
mit himself to therapy as clear proof of his 
desire to resolve it. Adam categorically 
denies any such possibility. Both highly 
intelligent thinkers engraved in their ways, 
there develops between doctor and patient 
a" relationship of deep ideological antago- 
nism, though it is intcnningled with a 
mutual res|iect for each other. 

Out of this mutual res|>ect, Adam's case 
logins to take flight. A process of “transfer- 
ence" occurs: the analyst begins to become 
highly intrigued by the Kabbalistic con- 
cepts preached by Adam and taken from 
the Zoliar (the definitive text of 
Kabbalism). lie remarks upon their simi- 
larity to psychoanalysis' perception of the 
individual. Alternatively, Adam, who 
already began his therapy with much more 
than a layman's knowledge of psycho- 
analysis, liogins to slowly remark u|»n 
how his issues are based u|ion the tenets of 
psychoanalysis. The therapy begins to 
accelerate as the analyst. uses references to 
Kabbalism to explain Adam's issues to htni 
and as Adam incoqtorates these ideas and 



uses them to melt his stoic 
front and confront his deqiest 
emotions. Through this 
process, a |iersonal history is 
uncovered which appears to lie 
directly linked to the source of 
Adam's unease. The analyst 
grows to appreciate the rich- 
ness of the Kabbalah, and 
Adam grows to understand psy- 
choanalysis and develop a new 
conception of himself, one in 
which his Kdbb;lfis*tic>beliefs 
k'gin to be rejected. 

Though clearly a minimal- 
ist production, the material 
uttered by both characters is 
extremely rich in concepts and 
metaphors which get one to, like 
the analyst, and to attempt to 
solve the puzzle of the play and 
see the similarities which 
Piagoretsky has outlined .in His 
work. As a consequence- of- the 
incredible depth of almost every 
line in this play, the play loses 
sonie realism. Philosophical 
points are shot very quickly 
back and forth in the verbal 
interplay between Adam and die 
analyst. But AcLun and the ana- 
lyst should not really lie taken as 
"real" characters so much as 
advocates of movements, niune- 
ly Kabbalism and psychoanaly- 
sis, through which Piagoretsky 
stages the debate. Though die 
winner is not so clear, one must 
go see the play to figure it out. 

(You might want to bring lioth 
your rabbi and your analyst to help you 
come to an unbiased conclusion) 

The acting in this play is of a very high 
calibre. Paul Fauteux is very convincing as 
Adam R. Tzaddik, showing good versatility in 
his ability to portray liodi the initially stub- 
born, somewhat self-righteous Adam, and 



dien breaking him down into a more modest 
and confused character. Terrence Bryant is 
very effective as the sensible but not-so-ami- 
able analyst (a good Freudian should lie as 
detestable as yiossible to his padents). Hie 
direction of die play seems to lead to a 
"spooky" aura, which left me going home in 



a bit of a shaken-up daze. Contributing quite 
nicely to diis aura is music coni|iosed byjolin 
Zorn, who’s taken a turn from his days of 
working alongside the likes of Medeski, 
Martin, and Wood ;uid has put togedier a 
moving blend of eery- music with allusions to 
melodic Jewish music. 



Taking Stock with Stockwood 

An interview with Canadian pop singer Kim Stockwood 

by Wendy Walters 



HALIFAX (CUP) - Kim Stockwood has a 
way with words and a unique Maritime 
charm that would set the world at ease. 

Armed with a new band, she attacked 
the Canadian music scene and launched 
their first tour in l l ) ( J5 in Halifax. "My 
band still talks about that first night," she 
said with a laugh. They must've had a 
good time, because that year they returned 
to the Nova Scotia capital. 

In the past four years, Kim has done 
quite a large amount of growing, both as 
an artist and as a person. She has done 
shows everywhere and played with some 
outstanding performers. She has written 
with world-famous artists such as Randy 




Bachman of BTO, who co- 
penned “Will I Ever," the 
hidden song on her new CD. 

An amazing thing about 
Kim is that no matter how 
much she does, she maintains 
a very down-to-earth person- 
ality. "People can do anything 
they want to, res long as they 
put their mind to it," she said. 

"If I can do it, anyone can." 

She still finds it flattering to 
know that a university student 
would have practical killed to get the 
opportunity to interview her and even a lit- 
tle surprised that I already had her CD. 



started getting attention 
after the song "Jerk" was 
released on her first album. 
But she also adds that it 
took two years to make that 
album. 

“I have great co-writers 
and I usually just begin 
with something honest, it 
goes from there," she said, 
while describing how her 
biggest hits were written on 
the spur of the moment 
She says that she tries to write lyrics that 
lieople can relate to. 

Kim’s shows are amazing to watch. 



Yet she claims that her career didn’t 
take off overnight. "No one saw the tears I 
cried (trying to break into the industry!," 
she said, while admitting she only really 



She exerts total energy from the moment 
she gets on stage until the Irest encore. Her 
humour and wit amuse the audience 
while her stories about growing up in 
Newfoundland and other anecdotal life 
cx|icrienccs send the delightful crowd on 
their way with something to think about. 

Everyone who has seen her live agrees 
her shows stay with you for a long time. 

This stage life parallels Kim's |iersonal 
view oil life. She loves her job and she 
loves performing on stage. "This is my job, 

I want it to be fun," she said. "It’s is my job vj 
to make it interesting. It is my job to keep 
it interesting for everyone, from the audi- 
ence to the interviewer." 
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Questioning the accepted legacy of the legendary beat 



by Stephen McLeod 

Q o.Jt's the 30th anniversary of Jack 
Kerouac’s death, and I was all set to 



pX. pop-culture icon. Uut ulti- 

Jf* mately I joined in, hoping 

to do him some justice. 

JO So here it is, regardless 

(| f v, ' ial s ^ oin K 011 with tin- 1 
media: |x>p-culture killed 
V* 1 Jack Kerouac. 

I \k Searching everywhere 

I 1 P I ] endlessly for sincerity, imli- 

i\| WÊÊM viduality, lieauiv, love, and 
truth - disgusted by the 
[K)|)-parody made 

^ of the Beat ideals - he died 

^gfl a drunken, broken, riglit- 
MJt ^ wing ;lss. Let me explain: 

Kmtttic smoking n cigarette l X) l KU ' turc la ^ es a un ' ( l ut: 
and intelligent ideological 

movement, strips it of the style that neces- 
ersary of Jack sarily accompanies its ideals, and, in effect, 
I was all set to sells the image of the movement to those 



UJbr ace myself against the barrage of who are “with it" so that they may be spot- 
fashionably retro pseudo-tributes to him ted in public wearing the style and may 



and the Beal Generation that I expected 
from the “alternative" press. 

Strangely, not much has come. 

But in light of my expectations, I had 
resisted writing abut him - I didn't want 
to have any part in the misappropriation of 
a sad-hearted idealist as a posthumous 



themselves be identified as “hip" and 
“cool." 

Soon enough, the market for this style 
is exhausted, and pop-culture abandons it 
for the freshest and most profitable move- 
ment. The cycle begins anew, as it strips the 
style from another movement and makes a 
scene out of it. 



That's the market economy of cool. 

But of course, nothing ever really 
begins as a movement. The Beal 
Generation was, at its most essential, a 
motley group of social and intellectual 
misfits, disillusioned and disaffected by 
the post-war formulation of the modern 
status quo. The characters at the group's 
intellectual and literary core were Allen 
Ginsberg, William Burroughs, Neal 
Cassady, and Jack Kerouac, who were 
linked through various con- 
nections across the country, & 

but were loosely based within 
the staunch traditionalist w 

atmosphere of mid-1940s WHS, 

Columbia University. 

While Burroughs was PTIOl 

mostly involved in his creepy . 

drug underworld, and I Lit G 

Cassady lived a blithe, gjQp 

nomadic life of adventure, 

Ginsberg and Kerouac nOS 

worked, in the early days, ' 

toward "The New Vision" - a fTl O ( 
mystical, intellectual, and 
cssentialist paradigm intrin- 
sic to their writing. They had wild ideas 
about subverting the status quo of liter- 
ary tradition. 



Kerouac later used the term “Beat 
Generation” to define the essence of 
American post-war society - so it is really 
a misconstrusion of the term to refer to the 
more memorably artistic Beats. 

And by "beat," he meant so many 
things about so many people — the dis- 
affected, the disillusioned, the real 
unaffected individuals and idealists of 
the world. But attaching to the term the 
notion of "generation" was a patent 
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fg % The Beat Generation 
was, at its most essential, a 
motley group of social and 
intellectual misfits, disillu- 
sioned and disaffected by the 
post-war formulation of our 
modern status quo. ® €| 



misconception. It implies that the 
essence he recognized in some of 
"being beat and down in the world" was 
a somehow temporal and universal 
experience shared by all in that time 
and in that place. 

lie realized the weight of this miscon- 
ception soon enough. 



Now, everyone ought to know that cor- 
porate-engineered generational categories 
like “Generation X" and "Generation Why" 
are as temporal as they are contrived. So is 
the pre-millennium pretension of the bur- 
geoning, cyber-culture, evidence of which 
you can find at Media Lounge, Excentris, 
and any rave. 

But what is a constant in all scenes, 
(through modern times and, I should 
ex|>ect, no less so through Kerouac’s time), 
are those true and sin- 
cere individuals who 

6 ratio n s ' mro ' n *' ,e cm* - 

riencc of being beat, 
ntial, a who seek some free- 
. , dom from the status 

a I and quo and some 
I . >11 enlightenment from 

OISIMU- t |,j S existence, who 

hv thp * ivc a uni( l ue am * 

• heavy life searching 

of our fortmth 

f . Anyway, while 

f|| t Ginsberg was smok- 
p ing dope, slumming 

around New York, 
and having his "mystical visions & cos- 
mic vibrations," Kerouac hit the road for 
several cross-country trips of the US. with 
Neal Cassady, the historically-elusive-but- 
otherwise-real catalyst of the group. 
Cassady was Mr. Spontaneous, and 
inspired both Kerouac and Ginsberg with 
his mad and instinctual lust for life. 
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Kerouac's On The Road, 
the Beats' big hit, was writ- 
ten during and between 
these roadlrips. 

I was recently asked 
what the book was about. I 
said, "frmlom." 

This was an over-simpli- 
fication for rhetorical effect, 
and it was inadequate - 
really, there are two one- 
word answers to this ques- 
tion, and they should be 
treated as equivalent and 
inseparable. 

Freedom 



This was the real story 
of the adventures of Jack & 

Neal: zooming across the 
land, digging everyone and everything 
along the way, Neal's whimsical sexual 
escapades, Jack’s melancholy wander- 
ings, mad scenes in jazz joints, raving 
all-night mystic-intellectual sessions 
between Ginsberg and Neal, hitchhiking, 
stolen cars, drugs, tearing up New York, 
San Francisco, Denver, New Orleans, and 
Mexico. 



This was also a real love story: Jack's 
excessive love and empathy for the world, 
especially the downtrodden and their 
sweet and oppressed daughters. The most 
tremendous non-free-standing line I 
know comes as he and his love have a bit- 
tersweet parting in the midst of a 
Mexican vineyard, where Kerouac 
recounts: "We turned at a dozen paces, 
for love is a duel, and looked at each 
other for the last time." 

To hear the narrative voice of 
Kerouac is to discover and appreciate 
romanticism, and to glimpse The New 
Vision. Inspired by Cassady, the voice he 
found and kept was spontaneous, per- 
sonal, and essential. On The Road is an 
uncontrived hybrid of poetic prose, 
imbued with an empathy and an enthu- 
siasm for humanity. 

Further, once you figure out the 
pseudonyms and personalities of the 
Beats, you can pick them out of the story 
- the madman Cassady is the madman 
Dean Moriarty, while William Burroughs 
appears in New Orleans as. Old Bull Lee, 
and Ginsberg is Carlo Marx in Denver. 
The story is a reliable window into part 
of the ideological and episodic evolution 
of the movement, as well as the complex 
love-hate need that the Beats had for 
each other (though Burroughs was 
aloof so long as he had his junk). 

About a decade after it had bam writ- 
ten, the "hip" scene, the archetype of 
modern pop-counter-culture, was born, 
taking the book as a sort of doctrine, and 
the style of the movement for its own. 
With a sudden market for “hip," the book 
sold madly. Kerouac drew increasingly 
inward to his oppressive sadness, which 




Kerouac (second from left) in his New York days. 



rapidly developed into something more 
like anger, lie wrote on and on about his 
disdain for the "hip" scene in Desolation 
Angels: "And just like in New York or 
Frisco or anywhere there they are all 
hunching around in marijuana smoke, 
talking, the cool girls with thin legs in 
slacks, the men with goatees, all an 
enormous drag..." 

So Jack recognized that the hip scene 
was merely a marketable image of The 
New Vision and the movement that 
developed from it over the intervening 
decade, that there was a mass assimila- 
tion to the style, and that the Beats had 
unwittingly provided pop-counter-cul- 
ture conventions. 

And now there was no sincerity. 
There was no truth, nothing essential, 
nor intellectual, and there was certainly 
no freedom. 

Just something to wear. 

As hip yielded to hippie as the most 
fashionable counter-culture scene, Allen 
Ginsberg evolved into a wild and noble 
political activist, while Jack did such 
strange things as sup|iort the Vietnam War 
and befriend William F. Buckley, best 
described in a Consolidated song as the 
“billion-year-old right-wing ideologue," 
who I once saw in’an interview from the 
1960s disparaging Ginsberg to wild 
applause from his depraved conservative 
audience. 

It’s said that Jack look great pleasure 
in fighting everything the hippies stood 
for. I say this had nothing to do with his 
political and ethical convictions, but 
rather that it was just poor Jack’s pathetic 
and asinine reaction against another sus- 
picious scene. 

Eventually he went entirely to pieces. 
He shut himself up in his mother's 
house for the last decade of his life, 
drinking from an endless jug of sweet 
wine, and playing tragic games with 
trinkets. 

Buried at 47, but dead long before. 
You see? 

So now I think I've done what I 
can... If you want to do him some jus- 
tice on this momentous occasion, read 
On The Road, then read the rest of the 



Beats.. .and discover the perspectives and 
ideals that are so long lost in the gloss 
of pop. 



The two other most literary Beats, 
William Burroughs and Allen Ginsberg, 
have just recently died. Along with his 
activism, Ginsberg conceived great epic 
social/political/sexual poetry, of which 
the most known (and the best) are 
America, Howl, and Kaddish. Of 
course, Burroughs has to his credit sev- 
eral creepy, narcotic talcs of under- 
ground America, like Naked Lunch 
and Junky, a myriad of sinister spoken 
word recordings, an appearance in 
Drugstore Cowboy (essentially playing 
himself), and a curtailed career re- 
interpreting the William Tell act. Other 
Beat-inspired nutcases, such as Ken. 
Kesey and Timothy Leary, have also 
thought and done some fascinating 
things which can be found in the 
library (with the exception of any work 
having to do with LSD). 

For a comprehensive Beat website with 
real integrity, hit www.chann.net/~brook- 
lyp/I.itKicks.html - it’s much less interpre- 
tive titan this “article." 



jW c G i U XO r t t e v s * Circle 

\ in association \OUh Chapters Bookstore 

presents: 

A Coffee House 

Original Short Stor^ ancl Poetry Readings 
■Musical Entertainment including: À Capella McGill 
November 19lh, 7-1 1 pin 
Chapters Bookstore, 1171 SI Catherine \0^s\ 

Assistance provided by the Students Society of McGill University 

The last word. 

Endnotes is a weekly forum of views on the news. 
Mondays in the ThITMcGilL. DaÎLy 



McGill Department of English Drama & Theatre Program 

a collective creation by 
The Baker’s Dozen 



The Nose 

an inspiration by Gogol 



directed by 

Alexandre Marine 

staging by 
Catherine Bradley 
Annick Brisindi 
Spike Lync 
Brian Morel 
Patrick Neilson 
Keith Roche 

November 
17-20, 24-27 
1999 




Bfc Moyse Hall 

jBte Arts Building 

Btik 853 Sherbrooke St. w. 



information 

|< 398-6070 



J. regular $14 

Kj/v student, senior $8 






8pm 
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NATIONAL THEATRE SCHOOL OF CANADA 
.. 2000 ADDITION TODR 

deling Playiuriting lechmcal Production Scenography 



Deadline for application 



[ February IS. 2000 ] 



n 

TransCanada 

Ainliliiiu lour spuiisui 



National Theatre School of Canada 
‘>(110 Si. Denis. Montreal, () lichee, II2J 2LU 
(SI 4) U42-7<) r )4 
F.-mail: inl'ocrr enl-nts.com 
Web site: wmv.eni-nts.enm 
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The End ok Gav 

IIV 11 EUT ARCHER 
Doibleuay Canada 
$29.95 

310 PAGES 

C ould il finally be the end of gay hare, 
the end of gay pride parades, and the 
end of gay magazines? 

In The End of Cay, author and 
gay columnist liert Archer challenges 
us to question if "gay identity" exists 
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THE END OF GAY 

(and Uio doatti ol hotereswuillty) 



or is of any importance anymore, and 
if “gay" and "straight" really mean 
anything at all. 

Archer has so far received mixed 
reviews for his critique of basing identity 
on sexual preference alone. Ironically, 
the heterosexual community has been 
more receptive to the idea of identity 
deconstruction than the homosexual 
community, which sees itself as having 
made too many gains to abandon the 
cause of complete social recognition of 
homosexuality. 

In his book, Archer 
explains how historical 
realities have caused men 
who have sex with men to 
define their identity 
through sex, rather than 
viewing homosexual sex as 
an act in itself. Thanks to 
Karl Maria Kertbeny 
( 182 - 1 - 1882 ), the inven- 
tion of the term homosex- 
ual defined "a state of 
being that hadn't been 
pinned down before." 

Mostly, Archer claims, 
defining oneself based on 
sexual acts was a self- 
defensive reaction to laws 
which punished men for 
engaging in "sodomy." 
This can be traced back to 
the 1730s in Western 
Europe, when men com- 
mitting sodomy were hunt- 
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Monday, November 15th 



Jerimy Cunningham will lie speaking 
on "Decorative Style and Ethnic 
Integration Along the borderland between 
the Younge and Glen Meyer Cultures in 
Southwestern Ontario" from 12:30-2:00 
pm. Leacock 7.38. 

Wednesday, November 1 7th 

The McGill Centre for Applied Family 
Studies will be hosting a seminar on 
"Combating Ageism Within Health and 
Social Service Networks: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach." Wendy 
Patrick Room. 35(K> University St., 1 2 pm. 

Thursday, November 1 8th 

The McGill black Students' Network 
will be holding a general meeting at (* pm 
in the cafeteria of the Shatner building. 
For more information, email bsn(s'cana- 
da.com. 

The Queer McGill Women's group 
meets every Thursday from 5:30-7:30 pm 
O in Shatner ilh. 

t— 

McGill Amnesty International will lie 
in the lobby of the Redpalh Library for the 
Kith anniversary of the Convention of the 



Rights of the Child, in an effort to lobby the 
US to ratify the convention. Drop by to 
leant more. 

Parent Finders Montreal, a non-prof- 
it organization for adoptees, birth par- 
ents. and siblings, will be holding a gen- 
eral meeting at 2-i% West Broadway, 
NDG, at 7:30 pm. For more information, 
call (> 83 - 020-1 

Sunday, November 21st 

Temple Emany-El-beth Sholom will be 
hosting a discussion with Dr Allen Sherwin 
on "Sleep Research. Dreams, Jewish 
Tradition," at 9 .50 am •illHI Sherbrooke 
St West. Phone Jeff Itcuslt at 3-i2-(>252 for 
more information. 

Ongoing 

Effusion, a new McGill ACapella group 
will be holding auditions this week. 
Wednesday, from 7-10 pm; Friday, from 7- 
10 pm; and Saturday, from -t-7 pm. To sign 
up for Wednesday, phone Jon at 398-3010 
ext. 00266. To sign up for Friday or 
Saturday, phone Jenna at 52-t-(Hl>3. 

The Queer Line is a confidential infor- 
mation, listening and referral service. 
Monday to Friday, 8- 1 1 pm. 398-6822. 



ed down and executed for their sinful 
acts. One could lie punished for what he 
did, but not for who he was. In effect, 
men who had sex with men "could rally 
around a new concept, a new identity." 

As strongly as Archer argues for the 
historical necessity of gay identity, he 
just as strongly argues that our contem- 
porary context no longer requires this 
now limiting definition. Despite the 
gains of civil rights movements and 
Stonewall, gay identity is no lunger use- 
ful in order to reach "life's ultimate end, 
which is happiness." 

basically, identity phiics, which has 
served generations of |X’ople engaging in 
same-sex acts so well, has limited 
thought and intellectual advancement. As 
Archer describes it: "The roots of identity 
polilics...are to be found in a fundamen- 
tal mistrust of the human imagination." 



Archer writes in a very informal, 
conversational manner which makes 
The End of Gay accessible to all read- 
ers. It is far from an intellectual thesis 
on Queer Theory. This both has its ben- 
efits and downfalls. 

While the book raises new issues and 
attempts to deconstruct a very solidified 
and established adherence to identity 
politics, its popular, and at times person- 
al tone diminish the stamgth of Archer’s 
critique. This is apparent in Part One in 
which Archer claims that "the end of 
gay" came for him "on a late afternoon 
in March, 1991, in a small Catholic col- 
lege in Toronto." This is followed by a 
story of Archer's friend Vince, a clearly 
straight individual, who made an off- 
hand comment about "possibly" experi- 
menting sexually with another man. 
Apparently, that story is the basis for 



Archer's entire questioning of the fluidity 
of human sexuality - not the most con- 
vincing statement for a book attempting 
to refute identity politics and years of 
possibly misguided gay activism. If one 
can get past the feeling of reading a 
lengthened version of one of Archer's 
weekly gay columns, one becomes aware 
that the book does present a fairly hefty 
challenge to a complacent gay commu- 
nity unwilling to question the necessity 
of its existence and beliefs. 

It is too early to tell if Archer’s ideas 
will make a big impact in the gay com- 
munity at large. This book may become a 
watershed for all |>eoplc, gay or straight, 
in that with whom one sleeps no longer 
defines what bars one goes to, what 
brand names one wears, and who one 
really is as a person. 

-rerieuvd by Kent Glotrind'i 



...endnotes 



CSIS hopes Driggies Recycle 

List month a bunch of drug addicts 
broke into a Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service agent's car and made 
off with a top-secret government file, an 
cmharrasing incident which made 
national headlines only last week. Police 
tracked down the thieves, but the docu- 
ments are still missing, and it is believed 
that this will allow anyone who reads 
them to identify Canadian counterterror- 
ism and counterintelligence targets. CSIS 
hopes these dossiers are "rotting irretriev- 
ably in a landfill” where the crackheads 
threw them after finding out just how 
worthless Canadian stale secrets really 
are. Ideally though, you'd lie reading the 
p;q>er the secrets were printed on right 
now if the druggies were of the environ- 
mentally conscious variety 

- Da rid I’odyorski 



I IOVE ARGUE SOCKS 

This weekend, i went out and bought a 
whole whack of argyle socks. Why argyle, 
you ask? Because, gentle reader, argyle 
socks are the coolest - cooler than even 
Darkwing Duck. This has not always been 
the case. Up until the mid-90s, sock conis- 
seure avoided any sort of pattern. Hut now 
they are back, and this time they are not 
taking no for an answer. With their sporty 
diamonds and double sewed toes, I II lx: 
maxing and relaxing in my comfy socks. 
You'll know when you see me sauntering 
around campus with a look of satisfaction 
spread across my mug. My little brother 



once asked me if there really was a God. i 
looked him straight in the eye and said, 
"Kiddo, the existence of argyle socks is all 
the proof I need." 

- li. Franklin Moore-Dark 

Wear conns, ct7 ahgyle’s rotten 

With a looming, biting winter whisper 
m the late fall winds and snow finally 
falling on us last week, I can t help but 
wonder why anyone would be so foolish 
as to opt for style when picking materials 
to adorn their feet The conservative 
stripe-aml-diamond motif that is argyle 
hardly scream cozy Quite the contary. 
they scream "fore" and lead me pining 
for summer and the links, all the while 
growing progressively more bitter as the 
winter wears on. Mark my words, keep 
close tabs on friends and co-workers that 
opt for argyle you'll see them grow 
grumpy, disgruntled, and by winter's end, 
completely unrecognizable. Cotton and 
wool, on the other foot, are for me. i.ike a 
toasty fireplace in my shoes, these socks 
are my .salvation come each biting 
Montreal winter. 

- Texas Jon 

Grandma's dead! 

A survey of 175 undergrads and 106 
professors. at Southern Illinois University 
showed that the "My gradmother died" 
excuse as the most used by students getting 
out of late jK'nalties on piqiere and missed 
exams. The survey also demonstrated that 
the grandma excuse was the most accepted 
by professors. So it seems like a side bet to 



use the excuse the next time you've slept 
through a midtenn. 

According to one professor in the sur- 
vey, grandmothers are the only ones that 
kick the bucket.: "In my 27 years, I have 
never had a dead grandfather - only 
grandmothers" 

•Jason Choir 

Riiehemm m Won't Have IIai'I'EM.ii 

This week's SSMU referendum to add 
a first-year vote to council is mired in 
controversy. The constitutional debacle 
stems from shortcomings in the current 
SSMU constitution, lint mostly, it proves 
two things. First, our Students' Society 
can't manage to run itself soundly. So 
how can we expect it to adequaely repre- 
sent us to governments that misman- 
aged post-secondary education? And sec- 
ond. SSMU wastes too much time on 
self-satisfying narcissism, such as the 
many boring hours during which it 
debated the makeup of council 
Meanwhile, Augusto Pinochet awaits 
extradition, wars rage in Chechnya and 
Sierra Leone, and the World Trade 
Organisation wants to erode the sover- 
eignty of nation-states in favour of the 
"rights" of multinational corporations. 
Things might take a turn for the better. 
Starting with Tuesday’s open general 
meeting, Andrew Tischler hopes to effect 
a Copernican turn and have council 
finally take stands on pressing political 
issues. But with almost half his term 
already gone, can we expect anything 
substantial? 

- Each l)td)insky 



|Scene Locally will return next week in 

.ThiTMcGill Dally 







daily 

classifieds 

Ad* may be placed through the Daily Business 
Office, Room B-07. University Centre. 9h00- 
14hOO. Deadline is 14h00. two working days 
prior to publication. McGill Students & Staff 
(with valid 10): S4.75 per day, 3 or more consec- 
utive days, S4.25 per day. General Public: 
S6.00 per day, or $5.00 per day for 3 or more 
consecutive days. Extra charges may apply, 
prices Include applicable GST or PST. Full pay- 
ment should accompany your advertising order 
and may be made in cash or by personal cheque 
(for amounts over S20 only). For more informa- 
tion, please visit our office or call 398-6790. WE 
CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY 
WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The Daily 
assumes no financial responsibility for errors, or 
damages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free of 
charge upon request if information is incorrect 
due to our error. The Daily reserves the right not 
to print any classified ad. 




CD REVIEWS 



I INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
I’lLAROAJIE MONCII 

(RawkiVUmversal) 




Pharoahe Moncli delivers the goods 
and the realness on his solo debut 
album, Internal Affairs. Provocative 
tracks such as “behind Closed Doors” 
and "Hell," featuring Canibus, empha- 
size his world of Queens, New York. 
Moncli represents the underground 
sound that has been on the rise as of 
late with the success of his label mate, 
Mos Def This rhyme-saver fuses j;izz 
with rap to create "the next shit" that 
will hypnotize your mind. Moncli has 
been making |ieople think since his past 
days with one of rap music's revered 
underground duos, Organized 
Konfusion. He successfully steps into 
the limelight with Internal Affairs. 
Bumping tracks like “Simon Says," 
"The Next Shit" with Busta Rhymes, 
and "Right Here" are slated for the 
party scene. Black Thought of The 
Roots, Common, and !)J Premier also 
add elements to this album that is pure 
dynamite, from the first track to the 
last. What more can I say? Go get this 
one for the love of rap music. 

■Ricky C. Gordon 

Firm Element 
Bounty Killer 

(Blunt Rccordings/Universal) 

Bounty Killer's voice booms with 
raw and negative messages throughout 
his latest album, Fifth Element . It glo- 
rifies killing and robbing, and lives up 
to the hype of his name. The reggae 
superstar has long been recognized as 
one who is willing to stand politically 
against the government in Jamaica 



Seeking French speaking Dancers for 
European Internet service. Serious callers 
only. Various shifts available. 514-591-9558. 



Adult conversation providers wanted for 
erotic phone service. Pleasent masculine 
sounding voices needed. 18* Work from 
home. Flexible hours. Call Kate at 514-483- 
6374 



Tuition Problem??? Ground floor opportu- 
nity awaits. Become a business owner not a 
worker. Good teaching skills will earn you 
unlimited income and free time. Small 
investement of $325 will make it happen. 
Call now 24hr. recorded message!!! 



NEED A JOB? Interested in making $300- 
$1000 a week? Telephone Sales reprsenta- 
lives needed. 20 Positions available. Paid 
professional training. Daily and Weekly 
Bonuses. Friendly and professional atmo- 
sphere. Full-time and part-time positions 
available. We'll Pay You to bring a friend. 
Contact Joel Borden (514) 204-4311, 

SS EARN EXTRA $$ TELEMARKETERS 

WANTED Full or Part-time positions. 

Hourly wage and commission 483-68 1 7 



EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 
FULL OR PART-TIME 

Locally-based internet business offering lucra- 
tive opportunities for young people with sales 
skills and initiative. Leave message at (514) 
735-7069. 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING 

Success To All Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resumes, 

applications, transcnption of tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 31 years experience. 
Sl.25/D.S.P.(same day $1.50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638. 



Word-Processing. Word-Perfect 5.1, Laser 
printer. Fast professional sercice. Resonable 
rates. McGill Ghetto. Brigitte 282-0301. 



LESSONS/COURSES 
Travel-Teach English. 

5 day/40 hr OTT. Oct 13T7. TESOL 
teacher cert, course (or by corresp.) 1000's 
of jobs available. NOW. Free Info pack, toll 
free 1-888-270-2941. 



SERVICES OFFERED 



English Angst? Writing assistance / cor- 
rections for university papers essays, 
resumes, etc Also typing services 
Call Lawrence 279-4710 
Email articulationslh'shotmail com 



NOTICES 

CONFERENCE 

SPHR invites you to a lecute entitiled: The 
Israeli lobby's role in US Middle East Policies, 
by Richard H Curtiss • Exec. Editor of 
Washington Report. 7 pm, 1 Dec. Concordia 
U. 1455 Maisonneuve W. H-l 10 



through his lyrics. In 19%, his allium 
My X/wrience, produced the battle cry 
track “Fed Up" that was banned in 
Jamaica for its aim to provoke violence 
as an answer to poverty. Fifth Element's 
controversial bonus track, Look Into My 
Eyes," was also banned for the same rea- 
sons. A quotation from that track is “for 
you to stay alive, you’ve got to rob and 
kill." He also says, "the only friend I 
know is this gun I have." Bounty Killer 
does not stray far from his gun or his 
persona's killer instincts on the majority 
of the tracks. Free with Barrington Levy 
and Eaden And Sheeden with Junior 




Reid offer the only positive vibes, while 
the title track “Fifth Element" and 
“Anytime" are other notable tunes. If 
you like gangsta rap or reggae of this 
nature, then this album is for you. 

•Ricky C. Gordon 



Scared From The Chut 
Scare Dem Crew 
(Blunt Recohus/TImversal) 



Scare Dem Crew display dancehall reg- 
gae to full effect with infectious lieats on 
their debut album, Scared From The 




Crypt. Tracks like "Wine and Dine," "Scare 
Dem Soca," and “Natural Sensi" are ri|ie 
and ready for the dancehall scene. These 
young men don't stop "talkin' 'bout" girls 
on tracks like "Girls Dem Want We," "Pure 
Gal," and a few other notables. Scare Dem 
Crew have a clear focus on providing songs 
about relationships and songs which ele- 
vate their status as worldwide loverboyz. 
They are in sync, working off each other to 
produce a reggae classic for the ages. I 
highly recommend this as a must have for 
all reggae dancehall fans. 

-Ricky C. Gordon 



SA CO MSS 

Sexual \Nsaull ( entre ol' \M till students' 
Sneieh 

•Listening 
-Referrals 
-Support Groups 

•Public Education 

* 

Information Line 
398-2700 
(Mon. to Fri.) 
10am *4pm 
Rm. 8 Peterson Hall 
(Basement) 

HELPLINE 398-8500 




11 Student 
Discounts 



This offer valid for all 
regularly scheduled 
services operated by 
Coach Canada 

(Montreal Corridor, Niagara 
Peninsula and Key 
Southwestern Cities.) 



For Faro & Schedule Information Call 



842-2281 

1-800-461-7661 



Coach Canada 

()|K*iutnl In 

trantwoy-wogor ino. 



OPTOMETRIST 

Students are covered for eye exam and 
get S75 coverage toward eye glasses or 
contacts with their Health Insurance. 


Cars from 
$500 


■Eye Exam • Eye Glasses 
■Contact Lenses 

Immediately available on most phesciiiptions 

•“40% off on all frames. " 

Valid with this ad 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 

sQj-*, /* (comer Guy! 


Government 
Seized and Surplus 
Sold Locally 
Call for Information 

1-888-735-7771 C33 


1 933-8700 




NETTOYEUR-CLEANERS 

y 



Student 
Discounts 
Same Day Service 
Tailor on 
Premises 
Open Sundays 

Richard Bookman 

PRESIDENT 

3590 Jeanne Mance 



HOTEL CENTRE-VILLE 

large rooms 
entirely equipped 
fridge provided 
starting at $450/month 

843-2483 



GOT SOMETHING TO 
PROMOTE OR SELL? 




» __ 

•l 



GIVE US A RING! 
ADVERTING: 398-6790 




AA 



A<\ 

* • ^ t 





Would you like to enjoy your time at 
McGill without losing your shirt? 

The Student Aid Office presents 

FREE BUDGET SEMINARS 

Learn liotv la stretch your dollar through smart 
budgeting and helpful hints on saving money. 

Seminars will be held in the To well Student 
Sendees building al 3637 Feel Street in 
room 204 on: 



Tuesday, November 23 at 4:00 pm 



Sign-up is required for attendance. Spaces are 
limited, so reserve your spot by contacting the 
Student Aid office al 398-6014. 
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FOLLOW THE TEAM: WWW.PLAYERS-RACING.COM 







